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Anishinaabe World

“| want to share the brilliance of my
relative, the beaver.”

-Leanne Betasamoksake Simpson
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Anishinaabe Epistemolegy,

e Relational knowledge

e Intergenerational learning
e Oral traditions

e Spiritual connections

e Holistic understanding

e Experiential knowledge

e Reciprocal relationships

e knowledge passed through
ceremony and practice
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e Justice for whom?




AnRishinaabe World

“My ancestors woke up each morning
and created an Anishinaabe
world...And they built their economy
with the consent of plant and animal
nations.”

-Leanne Betasamoksake Simpson
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Beaver as “nation” or
economic commodity?
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Beaver as “nation” and
economic commodity?






Colonial- SCIentIfIC.'q; t._z
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e Empirical observations

 Market-based valuation
e Scientific classification

o Written documentation
e Economic hierarchies

e Extraction-based
relationships

* Nonhumans as -
resources/commodities



Contrasting Frameworks

*

e Relative/teacher/spiritual - 9 e Resource/commodity/speci
being + es

e oral tradition, lived
experience

e Written documentation,
scientific study, market data

e Integrated spiritual-material
value

e Separated economic-
scientific value

e Cyclical, generational,
traditional

e Linear, progressive, market
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Shifting.Beaverlegibilit

The Beaver

a keystone species osprey
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e Tension between world views
e Loss of integrated understandin
e Conflict between different forms of legibility

e Ongoing consequences of these disconnections
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