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The beaver (Amik) represents
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Ecosystem engineering
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Justice for whom?Justice for whom?
A young woman holds a sign bearing Tina Fontaine's name during the Women's March in Vancouver,
January 2019. The remains of Fontaine, a 15-year-old Indigenous girl, were found in Winnipeg's Red River
eight days after she was reported missing in 2014. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press)

Gwendolyn Inocencio-SLSA 2024Gwendolyn Inocencio-SLSA 2024Gwendolyn Inocencio-SLSA 2024



Anishinaabe WorldAnishinaabe WorldAnishinaabe World
“My ancestors woke up each morning“My ancestors woke up each morning
and created an Anishinaabeand created an Anishinaabe
world...And they built their world...And they built their economyeconomy
with the with the consentconsent of plant and animal of plant and animal
nationsnations.”.”  

-Leanne Betasamoksake Simpson-Leanne Betasamoksake Simpson

“My ancestors woke up each morning
and created an Anishinaabe
world...And they built their economy
with the consent of plant and animal
nations.” 

-Leanne Betasamoksake Simpson

What economic structure?
How is consent registered?
How is nation defined?

What economic structure?
How is consent registered?
How is nation defined?

Gwendolyn Inocencio-SLSA 2024Gwendolyn Inocencio-SLSA 2024Gwendolyn Inocencio-SLSA 2024Gwendolyn Inocencio-SLSA 2024



“The Mesh”“The Mesh”“The Mesh”

AnishinaabeAnishinaabe  Anishinaabe 

Nonhuman beingNonhuman beingNonhuman being

Colonial-ScientificColonial-Scientific  Colonial-Scientific 

Beaver as “nation” or
economic commodity?
Beaver as “nation” or
economic commodity?

Beaver asBeaver as
ecosystemecosystem
serviceservice

Beaver as
ecosystem
service

Beaver (Beaver (AmikAmik) as) as
knowledge,knowledge,
wisdom, andwisdom, and
industriousnessindustriousness

Beaver (Amik) as
knowledge,
wisdom, and
industriousness

Gwendolyn Inocencio-SLSA 2024Gwendolyn Inocencio-SLSA 2024Gwendolyn Inocencio-SLSA 2024Gwendolyn Inocencio-SLSA 2024



Gwendolyn Inocencio-SLSA 2024Gwendolyn Inocencio-SLSA 2024Gwendolyn Inocencio-SLSA 2024Gwendolyn Inocencio-SLSA 2024

THE FUR TRADE 1600-1850STHE FUR TRADE 1600-1850STHE FUR TRADE 1600-1850S



Population NumbersPopulation NumbersPopulation Numbers
Pre-colonization (1600s)Pre-colonization (1600s)

60-400 million60-400 million
By mid-1800sBy mid-1800s

100,000100,000
99% decline99% decline

CurrentlyCurrently
10-15 million10-15 million
15-25%15-25%

Pre-colonization (1600s)
60-400 million

By mid-1800s
100,000
99% decline

Currently
10-15 million
15-25%

Gwendolyn Inocencio-SLSA 2024Gwendolyn Inocencio-SLSA 2024Gwendolyn Inocencio-SLSA 2024Gwendolyn Inocencio-SLSA 2024



“The Mesh”“The Mesh”“The Mesh”

AnishinaabeAnishinaabe  Anishinaabe 

Nonhuman beingNonhuman beingNonhuman being

Colonial-ScientificColonial-Scientific  Colonial-Scientific 

Beaver as “nation” and
economic commodity?
Beaver as “nation” and
economic commodity?

Beaver as ecosystemBeaver as ecosystem
serviceservice
Beaver as ecosystem
service

Beaver (Beaver (AmikAmik) as) as
knowledge, wisdom,knowledge, wisdom,
and industriousnessand industriousness

Beaver (Amik) as
knowledge, wisdom,
and industriousness

Gwendolyn Inocencio-SLSA 2024Gwendolyn Inocencio-SLSA 2024Gwendolyn Inocencio-SLSA 2024Gwendolyn Inocencio-SLSA 2024



Colonial ViewColonial ViewColonial View
the knowledge systemthe knowledge system
that drove the fur tradethat drove the fur trade
and continues to influenceand continues to influence
resource managementresource management

the knowledge system
that drove the fur trade
and continues to influence
resource management

Gwendolyn Inocencio-SLSA 2024Gwendolyn Inocencio-SLSA 2024Gwendolyn Inocencio-SLSA 2024Gwendolyn Inocencio-SLSA 2024



Empirical observationsEmpirical observations

Market-based valuationMarket-based valuation

Scientific classificationScientific classification

Written documentationWritten documentation

Economic hierarchiesEconomic hierarchies

Extraction-basedExtraction-based
relationshipsrelationships

Nonhumans asNonhumans as
resources/commoditiesresources/commodities

Empirical observations

Market-based valuation

Scientific classification

Written documentation

Economic hierarchies

Extraction-based
relationships

Nonhumans as
resources/commodities

Colonial-ScientificColonial-Scientific
EpistemologyEpistemology

Colonial-Scientific
Epistemology

Gwendolyn Inocencio-SLSA 2024Gwendolyn Inocencio-SLSA 2024Gwendolyn Inocencio-SLSA 2024Gwendolyn Inocencio-SLSA 2024



Relative/teacher/spiritualRelative/teacher/spiritual
beingbeing

oral tradition, livedoral tradition, lived
experienceexperience

Integrated spiritual-materialIntegrated spiritual-material
valuevalue

Cyclical, generational,Cyclical, generational,
traditionaltraditional

Relative/teacher/spiritual
being

oral tradition, lived
experience

Integrated spiritual-material
value

Cyclical, generational,
traditional

Resource/commodity/speciResource/commodity/speci
eses

Written documentation,Written documentation,
scientific study, market datascientific study, market data

Separated economic-Separated economic-
scientific valuescientific value

Linear, progressive, marketLinear, progressive, market
drivendriven

Resource/commodity/speci
es

Written documentation,
scientific study, market data

Separated economic-
scientific value

Linear, progressive, market
driven

Knowledge Transfer

Time Perspective

Contrasting FrameworksContrasting FrameworksContrasting Frameworks
Relationship to Beaver
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